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MADURA PASS. l
To the Editor,

Sir—The article in “The West Aus-
tralian” on ‘Thursday lnst under the
mbove heading, presumably recording an
interview with Mr. James Grill, has got
me a bit worrted. I don't know Mr. Grill,
tut I have always had s very definite
beltef that all the boring operations In
the Madurn district were carried oul
under the direction of mv old friend, the
late H. C. Cestilla, public works engin-
eer. and 1 think the offirlal records will |
show that he struck artesian water at
the Madura station below the mange.
which gave a surface overflow of some
thousands of gallons daily. This overflow
was leased to Talbot. the owner of the
statlon, at £5 per annum. and he cgn-
structed a tank to recelve it just south
of the reserve, After completing the work
below the mange, the pariy went 30 miles |
inland and put down a bore 425 feeil |
striking water fit for human consump-
tion. It did not rise, however, and the
well was subsequently equipped with a |
deep well pump, engine and boller. and
a slorage tank. Eucla Graham, with »
tram of 12 camcls, used alternatjvely
with pack saddles or hauling a waggon, |
did all the transport work for Mr. Cas- |
tilla who: in his frequent chats with me |
before hiz death. never tired of eulogix-
ing Graham for his capable services and
valued eompanionship in the desert,

I have a photograph of Grahiam's camel
tram, and also one of the Madura home-
stead which I took in Seplember, 1BR&
The vallev through the range, hov known
as Madura Pass, start= almost at the
back door of that builking, aod 1 find
it difficult to reconcile the statement that
the first load of boring material was
taken up om A woaggon drawn by 12 bul-
lnckz, or theat It was npecessary to gn
exploring to find a valley that had been
known and used for about 20 veéars by
siccesgive holders of the statirne.—Yours,
eLe . G. P BETEVENS

Claremont,
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